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1. IntroducƟon 

The Role of Career and Technical EducaƟon (CTE) in 12th 
Grade 

In 12th grade, Career and Technical EducaƟon (CTE) prepares students for Įnancial 
independence, career decision-making, and essenƟal life skills. This curriculum integrates 
economic principles, vocaƟonal training, and business entrepreneurship to equip students with 
real-world knowledge applicable to college, careers, and personal success. 

 

 

By the end of this course, students will: 
✔ Understand Įnancial literacy concepts such as budgeƟng, credit, and investments. 
✔ Explore career paths, job market trends, and professional skills for the workplace. 
✔ Develop entrepreneurship skills and business management strategies. 
✔ Learn essenƟal driver safety, licensing requirements, and road laws. 
✔ Engage in vocaƟonal training and real-world job experiences. 
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2. Core Competence Areas 

CTE.1 Economics and Financial Literacy 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand how economic systems funcƟon and impact daily life. 
✔ Analyze Įnancial concepts such as supply and demand, inŇaƟon, and taxaƟon. 
✔ Apply personal Įnance skills to budgeƟng, saving, and responsible spending. 

Competencies 

CTE.1.A.1 – Understanding basic economic principles. 

• Learn how economies operate, including market structures and trade. 

• Study inŇaƟon, interest rates, and government policies that aīect the economy. 

• Analyze the role of businesses, consumers, and government in Įnancial markets. 

CTE.1.A.2 – Managing personal Įnances. 

• Develop budgeƟng strategies for managing income and expenses. 

• Understand banking, credit scores, and responsible borrowing. 

• Learn how to invest in stocks, bonds, and reƟrement accounts. 

 

CTE.2 Career Planning and OccupaƟonal Readiness 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Explore career pathways and post-secondary educaƟon opƟons. 
✔ Develop resumes, cover leƩers, and job applicaƟon skills. 
✔ Prepare for job interviews and workplace professionalism. 
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Competencies 

CTE.2.A.1 – Exploring career opportuniƟes and pathways. 

• Research diīerent career Įelds, salaries, and educaƟonal requirements. 

• Understand the role of internships, apprenƟceships, and cerƟĮcaƟons. 

• Learn how to set career goals and create a career development plan. 

CTE.2.A.2 – Developing job applicaƟon and interview skills. 

• Write professional resumes and cover leƩers. 

• PracƟce interview techniques and workplace eƟqueƩe. 

• Learn about workplace expectaƟons, ethics, and professional communicaƟon. 

 

CTE.3 Business and Entrepreneurial Studies  
Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand how businesses operate and contribute to the economy. 
✔ Learn the fundamentals of entrepreneurship and business management. 
✔ Create a business plan and explore opportuniƟes for startups. 

Competencies 

CTE.3.A.1 – Understanding business operaƟons and management. 

• Learn how businesses make Įnancial and markeƟng decisions. 

• Explore supply chain management, business ethics, and customer relaƟons. 

• Study real-world business success stories and case studies. 

CTE.3.A.2 – Developing entrepreneurship skills. 

• Learn how to start and manage a small business. 

• Create a business plan, markeƟng strategy, and Įnancial projecƟons. 

• Explore e-commerce, digital markeƟng, and online business opportuniƟes. 



12th Grade CTE: page 4 
 

© 2025 American Online School. American Online School. All rights reserved. For the latest version, see the version 
date in this document. For more informaƟon, visit www.onlinehomeschooling.us or email 
info@onlinehomeschooling.us.   

 

CTE.4 Driver Training and Traĸc Safety 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand road safety laws and responsible driving pracƟces. 
✔ Learn defensive driving strategies and accident prevenƟon techniques. 
✔ Prepare for wriƩen and pracƟcal driving exams. 

Competencies 

CTE.4.A.1 – Learning the rules of the road. 

• Study traĸc laws, road signs, and right-of-way rules. 

• Understand the importance of avoiding distracted and impaired driving. 

• Learn how to handle emergencies and roadside assistance. 

CTE.4.A.2 – Preparing for driver’s license exams. 

• PracƟce wriƩen permit test quesƟons. 

• Learn basic car maintenance and vehicle safety inspecƟons. 

• ParƟcipate in simulated driving experiences and defensive driving workshops. 

 

CTE.5 VocaƟonal and Technical Training 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Gain hands-on experience in vocaƟonal and technical Įelds. 
✔ Learn trade skills such as mechanics, construcƟon, healthcare, or coding. 
✔ Explore cerƟĮcaƟons and apprenƟceships for career advancement. 
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Competencies 

CTE.5.A.1 – Understanding vocaƟonal career paths. 

• Learn about skilled trades and cerƟĮcaƟons (e.g., electrician, plumber, welder, 
mechanic, IT technician). 

• Explore healthcare careers such as EMT, nursing assistant, or lab technician. 

• Understand technical careers in engineering, manufacturing, and computer science. 

CTE.5.A.2 – Gaining hands-on experience. 

• ParƟcipate in internships, job shadowing, and workplace visits. 

• Work on real-world projects related to a chosen trade or technical Įeld. 

• Learn how to obtain professional cerƟĮcaƟons for career readiness. 

 

3. Assessment and EvaluaƟon 

FormaƟve Assessments – Checking Progress Through InteracƟve Learning 

✔ Financial literacy simulaƟons and case studies. 
✔ Mock interviews and career exploraƟon reŇecƟons. 
✔ Quizzes on business management and economic principles. 

SummaƟve Assessments – Final Projects and Exams 

✔ Capstone project: Students develop a business plan or career porƞolio. 
✔ Driving safety assessment and road law test. 
✔ Career readiness evaluaƟon through resume and interview preparaƟon. 

AuthenƟc Assessment – Real-World ApplicaƟons 

✔ Students create a Įnancial plan for their post-graduaƟon goals. 
✔ CollaboraƟon with local businesses for real-world entrepreneurial projects. 
✔ Hands-on internship, apprenƟceship, or technical training experience. 
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4. InstrucƟonal Strategies for Online Learning 

Inquiry-Based and Problem-Based Learning 

✔ Students explore real-world economic challenges and Įnancial decision-making. 
✔ Case studies on successful entrepreneurs and business strategies. 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) 

✔ Students create and present a business startup plan. 
✔ Real-world budgeƟng project for college or independent living. 

Technology-Integrated Learning 

✔ Use of budgeƟng apps and investment simulators. 
✔ AI-driven career assessment and resume-building tools. 
✔ Online courses and cerƟĮcaƟons in Įnance, business, and technical skills. 

 

 


