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1. IntroducƟon 

The Role of Social Studies in 10th Grade 

In 10th grade, social studies will provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to 
understand society, government, history, and geography, helping them become informed and 
responsible ciƟzens. This curriculum is designed to build criƟcal thinking, civic engagement, and 
global awareness by exploring the history, structure, and funcƟons of governments, major 
historical events, and key social and poliƟcal issues that shape the world. 

 

 

By the end of this course, students will: 
✔ Understand the foundaƟons of the U.S. government, including checks and balances, 
separaƟon of powers, the Bill of Rights, and how it establishes the framework of democracy. 
✔ Examine the role of local, state, and federal governments, and how each level aīects daily 
life. 
✔ Learn about global historical events, such as the rise and fall of civilizaƟons and world wars. 
✔ Discuss internaƟonal issues, including human rights, and economic globalizaƟon.  
✔ Analyze diīerent perspecƟves on controversial issues through debates and case studies. 
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2. Core Competence Areas 

SoSCI.1 U.S. Government and the ConsƟtuƟon 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand the U.S. ConsƟtuƟon’s purpose and structure and why it remains the 
foundaƟon of American democracy. 
✔ Learn how the three branches of government work & the role each plays in decision-
making. 
✔ Explore the Bill of Rights and how it protects individual freedoms and legal rights. 
✔ Analyze the role of state and local governments, understanding how they connect with 
federal laws and policies. 
✔ Understand how laws are created and enforced, from congressional legislaƟon to judicial 
interpretaƟon. 

Competencies 

SoSCI.1.A.1 – Understanding the U.S. ConsƟtuƟon and government structure. 

• Learn about the history of the ConsƟtuƟon and why it was wriƩen. 

• Explore how checks and balances work, using real-world examples.  

• Learn how government powers are divided between the federal, state, and local levels. 

SoSCI.1.A.2 – Exploring Rights and ResponsibiliƟes in the U.S. 

• Study the Bill of Rights and its amendments, with real-life examples. 

• Learn about voƟng rights and how they have changed over Ɵme (e.g., women’s suīrage, 
Civil Rights Movement). 

• Understand how ciƟzens can inŇuence government policies through voƟng, peƟƟons, 
protests, and community involvement. 
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SoSCI.2 U.S. History and World History 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand major events in U.S. history, from the RevoluƟonary War to the present. 
✔ Analyze key historical Įgures and social movements that shaped American democracy. 
✔ Explore world history, examining how diīerent civilizaƟons and cultures have inŇuenced 
each other. 
✔ Study the DeclaraƟon of Independence, its historical signiĮcance, and its impact on 
democracy. 

Competencies 

SoSCI.2.A.1 – Understanding key events in U.S. history. 

• Examine the impact of movements like women’s suīrage, the Civil Rights Movement, 
and the labor movement. 

• Understand how historical events shaped modern America, including industrializaƟon, 
immigraƟon, and poliƟcal shiŌs. 

SoSCI.2.A.2 – Understanding world history and its inŇuence on the U.S. 

• Explore ancient civilizaƟons, imperialism, and global conŇicts. 

• Understand the role of the U.S. in internaƟonal aīairs. 

• Study global revoluƟons and their impact on democracy and governance. 

SoSCI.2.A.2 – World history and global connecƟons. 

• Learn about key civilizaƟons and their contribuƟons to law, government, and philosophy. 

• Understand how global events shaped modern poliƟcs, trade, and culture. 
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SoSCI.3 How Geography Shapes the World 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ IdenƟfy key geographical features of the U.S. and the world, including mountains, rivers, 
and climate zones. 
✔ Understand how geography inŇuences culture, economy, and poliƟcs, shaping the way 
socieƟes develop. 
✔ Explore how climate and natural resources aīect human seƩlements and economic 
acƟviƟes. 
✔ Study maps and borders to see how geography impacts relaƟonships between countries. 
✔ Analyze global interdependence, including trade, poliƟcal alliances, and environmental 
cooperaƟon. 

Competencies 

SoSCI.3.A.1 – Understanding global connecƟons and interdependence. 

• Explore how geography inŇuences economies, including natural resources, exports, and 
imports. 

• Learn how internaƟonal trade agreements impact economies and everyday life. 

• Study the role of maps, globes, and technology in analyzing global trends. 

SoSCI.3.A.2 – Learning geography – physical and poliƟcal geography. 

• IdenƟfy major physical features such as mountains, rivers, deserts, and oceans. 

• Learn how poliƟcal boundaries are drawn and how they impact trade, war, and 
diplomacy. 

• Understand how geography inŇuences populaƟon growth, urbanizaƟon, and economic 
development. 
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SoSCI.4 Civics and CiƟzenship 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Understand what it means to be a responsible ciƟzen and how their acƟons impact society. 
✔ Learn how individuals can parƟcipate in government, including voƟng, peƟƟoning, and 
running for oĸce. 
✔ Study the importance of civic engagement, including volunteerism and acƟvism. 
✔ Explore how democracy is shaped by parƟcipaƟon, such as voƟng, public protests, and 
social movements. 

Competencies 

SoSCI.4.A.1 – Understanding civic responsibility and parƟcipaƟon. 

• Learn how to parƟcipate in government, including voƟng, signing peƟƟons, and 
aƩending local meeƟngs. 

• Understand how protests, advocacy, and social movements inŇuence government 
policies. 

• Explore the importance of community service and how individuals can make a diīerence 
in their neighborhoods. 

SoSCI.4.A.2 – Learning about civic duƟes and rights. 

• Learn about the key responsibiliƟes of ciƟzens, such as paying taxes, etc. 

• Study the Bill of Rights and how it protects freedoms like speech, religion, and assembly. 

• Examine historical civil rights movements, such as the Įght for women’s suīrage, racial 
equality, and LGBTQ+ rights. 
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3. Assessment and EvaluaƟon 

FormaƟve Assessments – Checking Progress Through InteracƟve Learning 

✔ Discussions and debates on historical and poliƟcal topics. 
✔ Quizzes on U.S. history, government, and civics principles. 
✔ Projects analyzing primary sources and case studies. 

SummaƟve Assessments – Final Projects and Exams 

✔ Unit tests covering government, history, geography, and civics. 
✔ Research essays on historical events and their relevance today. 
✔ Project exploring modern poliƟcal issues through historical analysis. 

AuthenƟc Assessment – Real-World ApplicaƟons 

✔ Mock government simulaƟons where students role-play policymakers. 
✔ Civic acƟon projects addressing real community problems. 
✔ Oral presentaƟons on consƟtuƟonal issues and legal debates. 

 

4. InstrucƟonal Strategies for Online Learning 

Inquiry-Based and Problem-Based Learning 

✔ Students analyze historical case studies and propose alternaƟve outcomes. 
✔ Role-playing exercises to understand poliƟcal decision-making. 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) 

✔ Students research and present on internaƟonal conŇicts and treaƟes. 

Technology-Integrated Learning 

✔ Virtual Įeld trips to historic sites, museums, and government buildings. 
✔ AI-powered tutoring for personalized learning in history and civics. 
✔ InteracƟve simulaƟons for understanding economic and poliƟcal policies. 

 


